
FACULTY SENATE MEETING MINUTES
March 5, 2020 – 11:00 a.m.

Members Present: Gul Ahmad (SAS) – Chair, Kristi Nies (SAS) – Chair Elect, Robert
Ingram (SOE), Mike Barger (SAS), Danny Hayes 
(SPS) Tim Borchers (VPAA-Ex Officio),

Members Absent: Matt Hill (SAS), Kathi Nehls (SAS)

1. Approve minutes of February 20th meeting
· Barger made a motion to approve the minutes and Nies seconded the motion. All 

voted to approve.

2. The following items from A& C
· 1920_025: EDUC ??? Behavior Management Seminar – new course proposal

o Borchers confirmed the number for the proposal is EDUC 333.
o Barger made a motion to approve first reading and Hayes seconded the 

motion. All voted to approve.

· 1920-032: Policy Change Proposal Part 1 (second reading)
o Barger made a motion to approve second reading for COLL 101 and the 

Major Grade Point Average policy change proposals and Hayes seconded 
the motion.  All voted to approve.

· 1920-033: Military leave Policy Proposal (Second reading)
o Nies made a motion to approve second reading and Barger seconded the 

motion. All voted to approve.

· General Studies outcomes: Physical and Natural Science
o A&C Committee suggested changing the word “lack” to “lacking” for 

sentence #2.

· General Studies outcomes: Perspectives on Values, Thought and Aesthetics
o A&C Committee suggested making the sentence clearer for #2 or make a 

third outcome. The A&C discussion centered around the words “and/or” 
in the sentence. Students would have to do #1 and either #2 or #3; or 
reword #2 to only say “or” rather than “and/or.”
§ Faculty Senate members preferred one sentence and using the word 

“or” instead of “and/or.”
o The other suggestion from A&C was to add an “s” to “Thought” in the 

title, to make it plural.
o Next steps: These suggestions will go back to the group that created them 

and they will set targets and measures.

3. SEE Grant Announcement
· Ahmad will email faculty with an updated April 1st deadline for proposal requests.
· After proposals are received, Ahmad will send them to Stovall to upload on the 

Blackboard.



4. Snyder Fund proposals
· Two proposals were presented (Tangen and Ingram).
· Barger made a motion to approve both proposals and Nies seconded the motion. 

All voted to approve.

5. Honors Director
· Two applications were received. The group discussed strengths of each 

candidate.

6. Online Advisory Board (Tim)
· Borchers was seeking permission and feedback to form a committee to oversee 

best practices for online classes/programs. It would include the SPS Dean, 
Director of Distance Education, VPAA, faculty, adjunct faculty, and staff 
members that are involved with online classes/programs.

7. Policy changes (Tim)
· Incomplete Grade Form – The process currently has the student generate the 

form. Borchers would like to modify it to have faculty generate the form. 
Students will still make the request, but not generate the form.

· Internships – Borchers asked the committee to give some thought as to whether 
internships should be graded or given credit/no credit.

· Graduation – The registrar’s office would like to shorten the timeframe for 
graduation applications to one month, to be more efficient. There would be a hard 
deadline of April 1st for students wanting to walk in the May graduation 
ceremony.

8. Background Checks
· Borchers gave an update confirming that credit checks are not part of the process 

for background checks.

9. Progress on the proposed changes to professional development funding
· Faculty Professional Development Committee emailed all of the Deans and they 

weighed in on funding for professional development versus individual school 
funding. Each school has their own resources for funding.

· With limit of two requests per faculty member, the Committee wanted to help 
faculty not expend one of their requests without being handled by their respective 
school first.

· Faculty Senate members will need to discuss internally and make a 
recommendation to the next Chair (Nies). The information will need to be 
updated on the webpage.

· It was suggested to make it a bullet point on Academic Affairs meeting agenda at 
the beginning of each semester.

· Borchers cautioned if there is a time frame for prior submission it may limit some 
faculty when making reservations (availability and/or cost).

10. Other – None

Meeting adjourned at 11:59 a.m. ~ next meeting Thursday, March 19, 2020
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