
FACULTY SENATE MEETING MINUTES
February 20, 2020 – 11:00 a.m.

Members Present: Gul Ahmad (SAS) – Chair, Kristi Nies (SAS) – Chair Elect, Kathi
Nehls (SAS), Robert Ingram (SOE), Danny Hayes (SPS),
Matt Hill (SAS), Mike Barger (SAS), Tim Borchers (VPAA-Ex 
Officio),

Members Absent:    None

1. Approve minutes of February 6th meeting
· Nehls asked that the minutes be amended to change verbiage regarding cost of 

textbooks to say they are comparable to other textbooks and the representative on 
campus regarding partnerships/internships changed to the State of South Dakota 
Game and Fish Commission.

· Hayes made a motion to approve the minutes with required amendments and 
Barger seconded the motion. All voted to approve.

2. The following items from A&C

1920_001: HPER 325 Course change proposal and syllabus.
· Nies made a motion to approve the second reading and Ingram seconded the 

motion. All voted to approve.

1920_024: Coaching Endorsement program changes
· Hill made a motion to approve the second reading and Nies seconded the motion. 

All voted to approve.

1920_026: New Course: HIST 322 Intro to Public History
· Hayes made a motion to approve the second reading and Nies seconded the 

motion. All voted to approve.

1920_027: New Course: HIST 324 Introduction to Museum and Archival Practice
· Hill made a motion to approve the second reading and Hayes seconded the 

motion. All voted to approve.

1920_028: New Program: Public History Certificate
· Hayes made a motion to approve the second reading and Nies seconded the 

motion. All voted to approve.

1920_029: New Course: CJUS 390 Ethics in Criminal Justice
· Hill made a motion to approve the second reading and Nehls seconded the 

motion. All voted to approve.

1920-032: Policy Change Proposal Part 1
· Borchers read language changes from A&C and will upload to the Blackboard.
· Barger made a motion to approve first reading and Ingram seconded the motion. 

All voted to approve.



1920_033: Military leave Policy Proposal
· Borchers mentioned this will allow Peru State College to be recognized as 

military friendly school.
· Nies made a motion to approve first reading and Barger seconded the motion. All 

voted to approve.

3. Academic Assessment change
· Hill gave members a handout that has the current mission of the Assessment 

Committee and the proposed mission and goals for the committee. He stated that 
it better defines the mission of the Assessment Committee to academics.

· Barger made a motion to waive first reading and moved to second reading, Nies 
seconded the motion. All voted to approve.

· Barger made a motion to approve second reading and Nies seconded the motion. 
All voted to approve.

· Borchers will include on the Blackboard so it is documented there in addition to 
the webpage.

4. Faculty Senate Constitution Updates (Tim)
· Barger made a motion to table this agenda item until next meeting and Hill 

seconded the motion. All voted to approve.

5. Background Checks
· Barger had a few colleagues inquire about the form that faculty receives to sign, 

giving Human Resources permission to do background checks. The form is a 
general form that the company that performs the background check uses rather 
than what Peru State College policy agrees to. Barger said it can be interpreted as 
agreeing to let the company do more intrusive background checks. Borchers will 
look into the matter. This item will be put on next meeting’s agenda.

6. Discussion on changes to professional development funding
· Barger, Hayes, and Ingram (Professional Development Committee) have had 

discussions regarding possible changes to Professional Development funding 
requests. Currently, members can request up to $1,000 per person twice for a 
total of $2,000.

· September and October are flooded with proposals. Then opportunities in the 
spring or later in the year potentially have to be denied due to funds being 
depleted.

· Should there be a limitation on how much time prior to an event a member can 
submit their request?

· They proposed increasing the maximum amount for one request for next year to 
allow total of $2,000 per member, with up to $1,500 for any one request. That 
would allow up to $500 for the second request.

· They suggested putting a minimum dollar amount on requests. What should be 
covered by school funds vs. Professional Development funds? $250 or $300 
minimum request was suggested.  Borchers recommended they discuss this with 
deans first. Barger will draft an email from himself, Ingram, and Hayes to the 
deans.



· Nehls asked for clarification pertaining to $1,000 per semester. Those rules are 
no longer in effect; this is why they would like to put guidelines in writing.

· Faculty Senate members can visit with colleagues at next school meetings for 
feedback.

Meeting adjourned at 11:43 a.m.
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