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Peru State College

Professional Activities Record
Please note: This sample document provides examples of how certain activities may be 
documented. It is not to be read as a qualitative or quantitative representation of the 
activities that need to be completed. 

Calendar Year Covered in this Report: 2018
Name: Faculty Member
School/Department: Communication
Rank/Year of Appointment to Rank: Assistant Professor, 2016
Date of Initial Appointment: August 21, 2016

New: Be sure to attach last year’s Professional Development Plan (PDP) to this 
Professional Activities Report (PAR) and note achievement of PDP items on this PAR.

I. Teaching Effectiveness and Contribution to Students’ Academic Growth and 
Development including, but not limited to:

A. Teaching Load (include course number, name, and enrollment)

Spring Semester

· COMM 152 Speech Communication (25)
· COMM 152 Speech Communication (23)
· COMM 152 Speech Communication (18)
· COMM 152 Speech Communication (20)

Fall Semester

· COMM 152 Speech Communication (26)
· COMM 152 Speech Communication (22)
· COMM 152 Speech Communication (19)
· COMM 152 Speech Communication (15)

Reassigned Time (describe)

· None

B. Advising Load

· 18 students



2

C. Self-Characterization of Teaching Effectiveness (e.g., knowledge of subject 
matter, effectiveness in communicating knowledge, assisting students to think 
critically and creatively, encouraging continued study, etc.) 

· Achievement of goals from past year’s PDP include:
o Use of a University of Minnesota OER book for SPCH 152. 

(Goal A1)
o Developed TedTalk assignment for SPCH 152. (Goal A2)

· Areas of strength on my teaching evaluations from this year include 
(see attached) returning material in a timely fashion, providing 
appropriate feedback on graded material, and teaching the course 
effectively.

· I believe I made good use of effective slides with videos and developed 
some good instructional activities for the semester.

· I will work on three areas that are consistently lower on my student 
teaching evaluations:

o Relating assignments to the course objectives. I’ll do this by 
spending more time talking about the objectives of the course 
and why it is necessary for their personal and career success. I 
will also tweak some of the assignments to make sure they are 
“real world” in their orientation.

o Clarifying grading criteria by using rubrics that are embedded in 
Blackboard.

o Increasing the level of rigor in the course. I will do this by 
introducing more advanced discussion of argumentation and 
rhetorical strategies.

· A few other observations I’ve made about the course include:
o Re-doing the TED Talk assignment to clarify my expectations. I 

will also provide more samples for them.
o Continue to look at using more engaging videos in the course.
o I think the OER that I used worked well and I will use that again.
o I also will keep working to be more proficient with Blackboard.

D. Other Instructional Activities (e.g., mentoring and advising students within the 
academic major, supporting student participation in field activities and 
professional activities, etc).

· Involving students in hosting DebateWatch on campus.
· Worked with three students on “Research Day” presentations (see 

below for more details.) (Goal A3)
· Attended a faculty development session on advising and one on 

Blackboard. (Goal A5)
· Used Mapworks to document advising sessions, provide academic 

updates, and meet with students to discuss items of concern on their 
surveys. (Goal A4)
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II. Scholarly and Creative Activities including, but not limited to, peer-reviewed 
professional achievements and projects such as: 

 
A. Publications or submissions for publication (including books, treatises, scholarly 

articles and trade, popular or regional periodicals)

· “Negative Campaigning in the Race for Governor,” editorial published 
by the Omaha World-Herald, August 15, 2018. (See attached.) (Goal 
B3)

· “The Limits of Comedy: A Burkean Analysis of Sean Spicer.” Article 
submitted on April 1, 2018b to KB: The Journal of the Kenneth Burke 
Society. (Goal B2)

B. Exhibition of creative works/show and performance credits

· Not applicable

C. Classroom Research, Assessment Activities, Course or Curriculum Development 

· Worked with colleagues and entered our program’s assessment 
information into WEAVE. This involved meeting with the program 
colleagues and the Assessment Director to review goals and outcomes 
and identify measures and targets. (See attached.)

· Updated one of the courses that I teach and took it through the 
approval process.

· Meeting with my colleagues to review curriculum.

D. Presentations to and positions in Professional Organizations (e.g., memberships, 
meetings attended, etc.)

· “The Limits of Comedy: A Burkean Analysis of Sean Spicer.” Paper 
presented to the Middle States Communication Association, Feb. 14, 
2018 in Milwaukee, WI. (See attached.) (Goal B1)

E. Grants, Contracts, and Financial Support from External Sources (indicate 
proposal submission or awarded) 

· None

F. Applications for External Funding

· None

G. Consulting Activities

· None



4

H. Sponsoring and Directing Student Research Projects and Presentations 

· Mentored three students who presented at “Research Day.”

I. Other Scholarly, Creative, and/or Development Activities (e.g., completion of 
graduate coursework, participation in seminars/workshops, consulting, etc.)

· Attended the following sessions at the Middle States Communication 
Association conference: (Goal B4)

o “Feminism and Representations of Gender in Popular Culture”
o “Ways to Know if You Are Making a Difference in the 

Classroom”
o “Top Paper Panel in Political Communication”
o “Political Communication Interest Group  Business Meeting”
o “Material Differences: Rhetorics of Place, Community, and 

Separation”
· Attended three Peru State College faculty development series events, 

including one on using Blackboard. I will be using rubrics within 
Blackboard for the next year. (Goal A5)

· Viewed a webinar on program learning outcomes. (See attached.)
· Attended all School and Academic Affairs division meetings.

J. Research and Creative Projects in Progress

· Working on a paper analyzing the rhetorical choices of Bob Krist, who 
is running for Nebraska governor. As a Republican running as 
Democrat, he presents some interesting material for analysis. I will 
propose this paper for the Midwest Rhetorical Conference.

III. Service to College and Community

A. Service to the College (e.g., standing, ad hoc and search committee 
appointments, accreditation and reaccreditation activities, club advising, event 
supervision, special appointments, etc.)

· Assessment Committee (August 2016-present) (Goal C1)
o Attended each meeting last year.
o Coordinated assessment activities with faculty in my school. 

(This work is explained in more detail in the previous section.)
o Presented at the all-faculty meeting in April 2018.

· Distinguished Speaker Series (Goal C1)
o Attended meetings and provided input
o Helped to coordinate visit for the Fall Distinguished Speaker

· Attended a number of athletic games, fine arts events, and student 
presentations throughout the year.
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· Served on the Goal 1 Subcommittee for the Strategic Planning process 
(Goal C2)

· Advise the Lambda Pi Eta national honorary society. (Goal C3)
o Prepared the application to make this a 4050 organization this 

year.
o We held an induction ceremony on April 30, 2018 for 5 new 

members. (Program attached.)
· Organized a candidate forum for Publics Works Commissioner 

candidates before the May 2018 primary. (Program attached.)
· Served on a search committee for a faculty member in English.

B. Community service activities (e.g., civic, municipal, state, or federal government 
agencies, volunteer work and leadership positions in the community, etc.)

· Volunteered with the local high school speech team to provide judging 
at 6 tournaments throughout the year.

· Volunteered once at Feeding 44.

C. Service to the Profession (e.g., service as reviewer, panel member, or 
organization officer, etc.)

· Paper reviewer for the Middle States Communication Association 
(2017-present) (Appointment letter attached.)

Attachments (not included on sample, but should be included with PARS)
1. Past year’s PDP (included with sample)
2. Course syllabi
3. Teaching Evaluations
4. “Negative Campaigning in the Race for Governor” article
5. WEAVE report of program assessment plan
6. “The Limits of Comedy: A Burkean Analysis of Sean Spicer” article
7. Webinar printout
8. Lambda Pi Eta induction ceremony program
9. Candidate forum program
10. Appointment letter from Middle States Communication Association to serve as panel 

reviewer for annual conference
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Peru State College
Professional Development Plan

Calendar Year Covered in this Plan: 2018 Previous Year Plan
Name: Faculty Member
School/Department: Communication

A. Goals for the area of Instruction

1. Identification and use of open educational resources for SPCH 152
2. Development of a Ted Talk assignment for SPCh 152
3. Continue advising students and mentoring them for research projects
4. Learn more about Mapworks and how I can use it with my students
5. Learn more about Blackboard

B. Goals for Scholarly and Creative Activities

1. Present paper at Middle States Communication Association convention
2. Submit article to KB Journal: The Journal of the Kenneth Burke Society
3. Continue to submit editorials for the Omaha World Herald and other local 

newspapers
4. Attend the Middle States Communication Association conference

C. Goals for Service

1. Serve on the Assessment and Distinguished Speaker Series committees.
2. Serve on the Gaol 1 Strategic Planning Subcommittee
3. Cntinue to advise Lambda Pi Eta.

D. What questions do you have regarding promotion, tenure, or your professional 
development? None.
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Peru State College
Professional Development Plan

Calendar Year Covered in this Plan: 2019
Name: Faculty Member
School/Department: Communication

A. Goals for the area of Instruction

1. I will work on three areas that are consistently lower on my student teaching 
evaluations:

a. Relating assignments to the course objectives. I’ll do this by spending 
more time talking about the objectives of the course and why it is 
necessary for their personal and career success. I will also tweak some of 
the assignments to make sure they are “real world” in their orientation.

b. Clarifying grading criteria by using rubrics that are embedded in 
Blackboard.

c. Increasing the level of rigor in the course. I will do this by introducing more 
advanced discussion of argumentation and rhetorical strategies.

2. A few other observations I’ve made about the course include:
a. Re-doing the TED Talk assignment to clarify my expectations. I will also 

provide more samples for them.
b. Continue to look at using more engaging videos in the course.
c. Attend additional faculty development sessions to become more proficient 

in Blackboard.
3. I will continue to advise students and mentor them for research presentations.

B. Goals for Scholarly and Creative Activities

1. Pending review of the article on Sean Spicer, I will hopefully revise and resubmit 
or prepare for publication.

2. I will continue to submit editorials for the Omaha World-Herald and other local 
newspapers.

3. Work on paper on Bob Krist.
4. I will attend the National Communication Association conference in November 

2019.

C. Goals for Service

1. I will again serve on the Assessment and Distinguished Speaker Series 
committees.

2. I have volunteered for Strategic Plan Implementation Teams.
3. I will continue to advise Lambda Pi Eta.

D. What questions do you have regarding promotion, tenure, or your professional 
development? None.
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